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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE WATERWAYS TRUST

The Waterways Trust works with its partners to
bring about the widest possible awareness and

enjoyment of Britain’s inland waterways. The renaissance
of our waterways is providing a focus for communities,
bringing increased economic prosperity and new leisure
opportunities that are open and accessible to all.

The projects celebrated through these awards are
testament to the many partnerships between public and
private organisations, voluntary bodies and local commu-
nities which, working together, are realising the huge range
of benefits that our waterways have to offer.

I would also like to thank our sponsors, without whose
support the Waterways Renaissance Awards would 
not be possible: ARUP, Defra, English Nature, Historic

“

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF BURA

The American poet Edgar Lee Masters once wrote,
“Genius is a bend in the creek where bright water

has gathered, and which mirrors the trees, the sky and 
the banks.” The 2006 Waterways Renaissance Awards
have once again provided us with many examples of such
bright water.

Increasingly over recent years we have seen develop-
ments taking place along our inland waterways with, on
too many occasions, the waterway simply providing an
attractive ‘backdrop’ to exclusive, publicly inaccessible
property. However, over the history of these awards, we
have seen a distinct change. There is now far greater
recognition that waterways offer a vital resource in the 
delivery of the sustainable communities agenda, acting 
as a catalyst for regeneration of whole towns and provid-
ing educational and support structures for local commu-
nities, as well as preserving our historic and natural
environment.

The Waterways Renaissance Awards have played an
important role in facilitating this change, both by helping
define the criteria required for projects to succeed, and by

“

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE ASSESSMENT PANEL

Yet again an astonishing variety and range of
waterway projects were submitted for this impor-

tant award – a celebration of the very best in waterway
renaissance, regeneration and conservation and the often
selfless activities of the voluntary community.  

For the judges the exercise of assessing so many well-
deserved schemes is always enlightening and in many
cases a humbling experience, and this year was no
exception. That responsibility weighs heavily on the
assessors is evidenced by the large number of entries that
made it to the final stages of the competition.  

Faced with such a dilemma, we were very fortunate to
draw on the collective experience of a very knowledgeable
and professional team of judges whose dedication to the
task must be applauded. So too the unflagging BURA and
The Waterways Trust staff who kept us in order and, most
importantly, ensured an accurate result.

“

Scotland, ISIS Waterside Regeneration, Land and Water
Group, Morrison Construction Services, Regeneration &
Renewal, S&N Pub Enterprises and The Wood Wharf
Limited Partnership.

Frances Done

Chairman, The Waterways Trust

disseminating the best practice lessons our winners have
taught us to allow others to follow their lead. We cannot
afford to be complacent, but we should take time to reflect
and celebrate on the distance that we have travelled.

I would also like to offer my personal thanks and
congratulations to all the 2006 finalists, our partners 
The Waterways Trust, the assessment panel and our
sponsors, without whom none of this progress would have
been achieved.

Ralph Luck

Chairman, BURA

Making the most of a waterside setting, integrating
activities with a waterway and ensuring optimum public
access to this important leisure and recreational resource
now, and for the future, is what underpins all 
the award categories. Year on year the quality of the
response to this requirement grows in all categories bar
one – Design and Construction. 

The assessment panel is convinced that there are
projects out there that can and will meet the testing
requirements of this category and it looks forward to
seeing evidence of this in next year’s Waterway
Renaissance Awards. 

Judith Grice 

Regional Director, 
Groundwork East of England
Chair, The Assessment Panel



THE AWARDS PROCESS

All nominations are scrutinised by an assessment panel, comprising waterway,
conservation and regeneration experts. Judith Grice, Regional Director of
Groundwork East of England, chairs the panel.

The assessment process is divided into three stages:

Stage 1 All nominations are assessed by the panel to ascertain whether they
meet the specified criteria.

Stage 2 Projects/schemes that meet the criteria are visited by a member of
the panel and a visit report is submitted for consideration by the whole panel.
The panel then meet to draw up a shortlist of projects to receive a further visit.

Stage 3 Short-listed projects are visited by a different panel member and their
further report is discussed during the panel’s final deliberation meeting. A list
of finalists is decided and the panel agrees the winners and commended
projects from this list. The results are announced at the awards ceremony.

To be considered for recognition, projects must demonstrate that they:

● Are located on, or immediately adjacent to, a navigable inland waterway 
in the UK;

● Are innovative and inspiring, providing the catalyst for other projects 
or schemes;

● Meet the objectives of sustainable development – environmental, social 
and economic;

● Enhance the use and enjoyment of the waterway;
● Involve active participation by an appropriate range of partners;
● Have a proven track record of success.
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THE ASSESSMENT PANEL

Judith Grice OBE (Chair)

Groundwork East of England

Chris Bennett

Morrison Construction Services

Helen Carey OBE

The Waterways Trust

Phil Chambers

Countryside Equality Marketing

Dr David Fletcher CBE

The Waterways Trust

John Fletcher

The Inland Waterways Association

Mark Fletcher

Arup

Rob Guest

represented Land and Water

Paul Green

S&N Pub Enterprises

Roger Hanbury

The Waterways Trust

Dr Jan Hellings

Dr Jan Hellings & Associates

Alan Johnson

English Heritage

Jon Ladd

BURA

Eileen McKeever

Environment Agency

Dr Anne Powell

English Nature

Mark Ryder

ISIS Waterside Regeneration

Ian Valder

The Waterways Trust

Tim Simpson

Wood Wharf Limited Partnership



WINNER

ANCOATS URBAN
VILLAGE

Ancoats Urban Village involves the
regeneration of an historically impor-
tant area of central Manchester
immediately adjacent to the Rochdale
Canal. Its inclusion on the UK’s tenta-
tive list for enscription as a World
Heritage Site shows its importance
within the history of the industrial
revolution, and positions it as one of
the most sensitive waterside built
environments in the country.

Made possible by £40 million of
public funding, which has to date
levered in more than £200 million of
private investment, this ambitious
project was a pioneer of regeneration
through the use of the Compulsory
Purchase Order powers given to the
Regional Development Agencies in
1998. The fractured nature of land
ownership, the high proportion of
large scale, semi-derelict former
industrial buildings, and years of
neglect created an environment in the
heart of the city typified by urban
decay and plagued by crime and anti-
social behaviour.

The ‘Village’, now part of the New
East Manchester Urban Regenera-
tion Company, is aimed at providing a
sustainable, diverse and integrated
mixed-use community. Its contribu-
tion to the renaissance of our inland
waterways is the sensitive re-use of
the many Grade II and Grade II* build-
ings that are fundamental to the un-
derstanding of the development of the
canal age in Manchester. The project
includes public realm improvements
that embrace the canal and are mak-

ing the area desirable for urbanite sin-
gles, families and businesses alike.

The project involvement of a large
range of partners and stakeholders –
from national and regional govern-
ment agencies to local special interest
groups – has required a monumental
coordinative effort.

VIEW OF THE PANEL

This stunning canal-heritage
focused scheme while current-

ly under development, has the neces-
sary agreements in place to ensure
that 90 per cent or more of the
project will be completed within the
next two years. It is an outstanding
project in an outstanding location and
the panel expects it to regenerate this
area dramatically. 

The panel particularly liked the high
proportion of apartments suitable for
families, the sensitive reuse of histor-
ically important buildings, and the
encouragement of low environmental
impact design and construction
methods. The panel was encouraged
to see such progress in a city that has
not always demonstrated such a
strong track record in canalside de-
velopment.

CONTACT DETAILS 

Stefan Brzozowski
New East Manchester Ltd
Suite 1.1, Waulk Mill 
51 Bengal Street
Ancoats M33 2DD
T 0161 211 1012
E stefan@auvc.co.uk

COMMENDED 

REDISCOVERING EVESHAM’S
RIVER HERITAGE
Further information about this project
can be found on page 23
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The urban village will help provide sustainable and diverse mixed living



WINNER

NANTWICH
EMBANKMENT
SCHEME 

The Shropshire Union Canal is popular
with boaters with 12,000 per year
using the waterway at Nantwich.

The improvement works under-
taken on the banks at Nantwich in
Cheshire were initiated following
requests from local community
groups and waterways’ users. The
treacherous nature of the access in
poor weather between the canal and
the historic town of Nantwich meant
the many boaters using the waterway
were deterred from taking full advan-
tage of their visits and the town was
missing out on tourist income.

The project to enhance and regen-
erate the area has been the direct
result of an informal aggregation of
community and waterway user
groups that initiated and shaped the
scheme. Funding was provided by
British Waterways, WREN, Cheshire
Rural Recovery, Living Spaces, Leader
Plus, Nantwich Town Council, Shrop-
shire Union Canal Society and Crewe
and Nantwich Borough Council.

The project has led to the improve-
ment of access between the town and
the canal towpath, the provision of
improved facilities for boaters, and
the arts-led environmental improve-
ments to the canal side and the envi-
rons of Nantwich’s Grade II* listed
aqueduct , including a 300 metre long
access ramp for disabled people. 

This was not the easiest nor cheap-
est siting for the ramp, but comm-
unity consultation showed local people
were determined this was the right
place for it. Wheelchair accessible

bays for anglers have also been pro-
vided and are proving to be popular.

The landscaping work has impro-
ved the embankment environment
and the views from the town, and 
is helping attract more visitors. Sculp-
tures made by local craftsmen from
recycled lock gates, such as a large
Shire horse near the canal bridge, are
particularly striking. Local people,
including school pupils working along-
side the professional artists, have
contributed to the project and 
have gained valuable experience of
volunteering. Future plans include a
footpath and cycle way to the pro-
posed Weaver Valley Regional Park.

VIEW OF THE PANEL

The panel was impressed by
the informal way a diverse

cross section of the community came
together to drive this scheme and
how effectively they had managed 
to put their plans into practice. The
catalytic effect of the work under-
taken has led to further plans being 
put forward such as the development
of interpretation on the site and the
link with the River Weaver.

CONTACT DETAILS 

Andy Wilkinson
British Waterways
Navigation Road
Northwich
Cheshire CW8 1BH
T 01606 723825
E andrew.wilkinson@
britishwaterways.co.uk

COMMENDED 

THE WATERSIDE CENTRE,
TOTTENHAM
With funding made available by the
ODPM, Lee Valley Regional Park 
Authority and British Waterways, a
multi-purpose community centre and
boater facility has been built on the
waterside at Stonebridge Lock, North
London from which the Friends of Tot-
tenham Marshes organise a range 
of community based activities. The
centre encourages appreciation of
the environment, and community 
involvement has helped reduce 
costs and has instilled a sense of
community pride.
CONTACT 
Richard Rutter
British Waterways London
T 020 7985 7200
E richard.rutter@
britishwaterways.co.uk

THORNE PEDESTRIAN 
SWING BRIDGE
The reinstatement of a bridge in
Thorne, near Doncaster, on the Stain-
forth and Keadby Canal, was man-
aged by the Thorne Moorends
Regeneration Project and is the result
of detailed consultation undertaken
with local people. The community was
also heavily involved in design aspects
such as the canalside seating. The
new bridge typifies simple, effective
engineering and is popular with local
people. 
CONTACT 
Kathryn Burkitt
Thorne Moorends Regeneration Part-
nership
T 01405 815057
E kathryn.tmrp@btconnect.com

FINALISTS 

RIVER THAMES BOAT PROJECT
Miranda Jaggers  
T 020 8940 3509
E miranda@thamesboatproject.org

WOLVERTON SECRET GARDEN 
Roger Kitchen 
T 01908 313 514
E roger@kitchens-ink.fsnet.co.uk
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Community and user groups were instrumental in canalside improvements



WINNER

NO WINNER IN THIS
CATEGORY

As in 2003, the judging panel has de-
cided that this year no award would be
granted in the Design & Construction
Category. The schemes nominated,
whilst demonstrating good practice in
many aspects of the category, did not
satisfactorily meet all the criteria, the
guiding principles for which are sum-
marised below.

THE IDEA

The identity of the building or scheme,
its coherence and authenticity.  The
idea must be an appropriate re-
sponse to the context.

CONTEXT

Appropriate exploitation of the partic-
ular site conditions, such as location,
orientation, relationship to surround-
ing buildings, landscape and water.
The design should specifically relate to
the water so that it is more than just
a ‘setting’ for the scheme by:
● Optimising waterside characteris-

tics and features;
● Drawing on local distinctiveness;
● Recognising the need for connec-

tions across the waterway
● Achieving the highest quality and

accessible public realm, by using
water as an extension to public
open space;

● Encouraging and supporting asso-
ciated waterway uses.

DETAILED DESIGN

This involves consideration of how well
the detailed parts of the building or
scheme work for their intended pur-
pose, and aesthetic details such as
choice of materials, use of colour and
the integration of building elements.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The longevity of the building or
scheme, intelligent use of resources
and the impact of design and con-
struction decisions in ecological
terms.  The designer should be partic-
ularly aware of energy use, including
the energy used in the extraction,
manufacture or transport of materi-
als, and specifically carbon emissions
into the atmosphere.  In addition it is
expected that the development should
pay attention to the social dimension.

CONSTRUCTION QUALITY

The award is ultimately about the re-
sulting building or scheme, that is the
implementation of the design inten-
tions through the physical struc-
ture(s) and quality of workmanship. 

Principles which have remained
under-developed this year include:
● Optimising waterside characteris-

tics and features;
● Achieving high quality and accessi-

ble public realm by using water as
an extension to public open space;

● Sustainable Development.

The judging panel hopes that schemes
will come forward in the future that
have addressed all these criteria in 
an holistic and integrated manner and
therefore can be considered truly
inspirational examples of new or
reinvigorated waterside places.

COMMENDED 

BEAR WHARF, READING
Bear Wharf is a predominantly resi-
dential development on a narrow 
0.6ha site on the River Kennet in the
centre of Reading. It incorporates two
Grade II listed buildings, a regenerat-
ed car park and former brewery.

This difficult site presented a num-
ber of obstacles to effective regener-
ation but Bewley Homes and
Architects Robert Adam, along with
GMA, Kingsoak Plc, which acquired
part of the site from Bewley, and Floyd
Matcham Ltd, have successfully
delivered a tasteful residential con-
version in the heart of the town.
CONTACT 
Helen Lawrence
Robert Adam Architects
T 01962 843843
E helen.lawrence@
robertadamarchitects.com

LOCK KEEPER’S GRADUATE
CENTRE
This project developed a postgradu-
ate study centre from a non-listed
former lock keeper's cottage in the
grounds of Queen Mary College’s Mile
End campus on the Union Canal.

While public access to the building
is limited, Surface Architects has
created an eye-catching landmark on
the waterway with a bold, contempo-
rary extension to this traditional build-
ing. Partnership working between the
College, the project team and the
Local Authority has been superbly
executed and the resulting building is
popular with staff and students.
CONTACT 
Richard Scott
Surface Architects
T 020 7729 1030
E richard@surfacearchitects.com

FINALISTS 

DERWENT MOUTH LOCK
RESTORATION
Will Burnish, British Waterways
T 01827 252004
E will.burnish@britishwaterways.co.uk

THE EDGE 
Chithra Marsh, Broadway Malyan
T 0161 819 2277 
E c.marsh@broadwaymalyan.com
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WINNER

PAINT ME 
A RIVER

The Paint Me A River programme 
is an exemplar of the learning re-
sources developed at the River &
Rowing Museum, a successful, mod-
ern museum adjacent to the River
Thames at Henley. The museum is
aimed at inspiring curiosity and
providing creative learning opportuni-
ties, for all ages of visitors, exploring
the Thames environment.

Paint Me A River was designed in
consultation with target audiences, 
to enable visitors to explore and
experience the river in an active and
imaginative way. The simple premise
of the course is to inspire creativity 
by taking groups to the riverbank 
to draw. While there, the participants
are taught more about the river to
improve their understanding and
appreciation of it. Evaluation shows
the course has led to a high level of re-
turn visits to the museum. 

Paint Me A River was designed
initially as an art course for Key Stage
1 pupils, but the concept has devel-
oped to include courses suitable 
for all ages of school children, adults 
and individuals with special education-
al needs. The river environment 
and the sport of rowing have provided
the material for courses covering 
all aspects of the curriculum with links
to history, geography, language,
design, maths, environment, market-
ing and business.  

Partnership has been a key factor
with the museum’s education service
working closely with many schools,
education trusts and statutory

authorities. Partners have included
the Turville Charity, the Oxfordshire
Education and Business Partnership,
Creative Partnerships, Business in
the Community and County Council
Education Advisors.

VIEW OF THE PANEL

This course is just one part of 
a vibrant and inspiring educa-

tional programme offered by the River
& Rowing Museum, which makes use
of the river to capture the imagination
of often difficult to reach groups. 

The feedback from pupils and
teachers was encouraging and work
with disadvantaged groups has
brought many children to the river at
Henley who would otherwise have
been unlikely to have had the chance
to experience the Thames in such a
direct and positive way. 

One assessor described Paint Me
A River as “an exemplar educational
project offering lessons that could 
and should be replicated elsewhere”. 

The Education Service at the River
& Rowing Museum is promoting 
a range of positive projects and is an
excellent model for other museums
keen to develop their educational role.  

CONTACT DETAILS 

Paul Mainds
River & Rowing Museum Foundation
Mill Meadows
Henley-on-Thames
RG9 1BF
T 01491 415615
E paul.mainds@rrm.co.uk

COMMENDED 

WATER SAFETY – ‘DON'T GO IN’
This initiative is a new CD-based in-
teractive learning resource developed
by the Anglian Region Waterways
Team of the Environment Agency (EA).
Its aim is to reduce the number of
needless deaths by drowning on our
waterways each year by educating
children about the dangers that exist
in and around waterways.

Featuring Joe the River Inspector,
the resource is aimed at children aged
between 7 and 11 and has been sent
to all primary and middle schools in
the Anglian region. The CD is part of a
wider water safety strategy funded by
£25,000 from the EA and was devel-
oped in consultation with RoSPA,
Cambridgeshire Police, boat clubs,
schools and the local community.

The CD engages the children's
imaginations in an innovative way to
get this vital safety message across
and the panel hopes and believes that
this safety programme will save lives
over the coming years.  Safe water-
ways for all is a key message for the
Waterways Renaissance Awards and
this initiative contributes significantly
to this.
CONTACT 
Irven Forbes
Environment Agency
T 01522 785831
E irven.forbes@
environment-agency.gov.uk

FINALISTS 

HARRY'S CUT
Annette Simpson
British Waterways
E annette.simpson@
britishwaterways.co.uk

MORE THAN BOATS
Tommy Lawton
Forth and Clyde Canal Society
T 0141 772 1620
E tnlawton@yahoo.co.uk
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WINNER

PONTCYSYLLTE
AQUEDUCT – 
CANAL IN THE SKY

The Pontcysyllte Aqueduct carries the
Llangollen Canal over the River Dee in
the Vale of Llangollen and is the north-
western gateway into the national
waterways network. The aqueduct is
a monumental example of early indus-
trial engineering and a stunning, man-
made addition to the landscape of the
area. Its designation as a Scheduled
Ancient Monument and its inclusion
on the UK’s Tentative List for nomina-
tions for World Heritage Status
underline its importance to the his-
tory of the first industrial revolution.

The aqueduct is the highest in
Britain. It has an overall length of 313
metres and carries the canal at a
height of 38 metres above the River
Dee. It has always been popular with
boaters and local people. The profile of
the aqueduct has been significantly
raised following the first comprehen-
sive restoration since its completion.

British Waterways, in close coop-
eration with Cadw and Wrexham
County Borough Council and supp-
orted by European Regional Develop-
ment Fund Objective 2 funding, took
on the restoration of the structure,
landscaping the surrounding area 
and converting a derelict canalside
building into a visitor information
centre. As well as conserving the
aqueduct, the aim is to foster wider
interest in the canal and the aqueduct
itself, and generate tourist visits.

The work undertaken has involved
consideration of the environmental
impact on the River Dee and of the
reinstatement of original features –

such as the towpath’s bespoke cast
iron hand rail – some of which was
discovered in storage in Ellesmere,
Shropshire.

VIEW OF THE PANEL

This restoration has achieved
highly creditable results. This

has arisen from an extensive pro-
gramme of well considered and
scrupulously executed repairs and 
the imaginative conversion of worka-
day, traditional canal buildings into an
interpretive visitor centre.  

The cultural and historical aspects
of the aqueduct have been well inte-
grated with the natural environmental
attractions of the waterway. The
restoration has raised awareness
among the public and generated local
and national media interest which has
resulted in a sharp rise in visitors.
Environmental work is continuing and
plans are in place to develop further
links with tourism at Llangollen.

CONTACT DETAILS 

Peter Birch
British Waterways – Wales & Border
Counties
Navigation Road
Northwich
Cheshire
CW8 1BH
T 01606 723839
E peter.birch@
britishwaterways.co.uk

COMMENDED 

BUGSWORTH BASIN
RESTORATION
Remedial relining work undertaken on
Bugsworth Basin, the terminus of the
Peak Forest Canal in Derbyshire, ne-
cessitated the use of innovative engi-
neering to prevent disturbance to the
structure of this Scheduled Ancient
Monument and the surrounding eco-
logically sensitive environment. It also
involved dynamic partnership work
between British Waterways and the
Inland Waterways Protection Society.
CONTACT 
Sarah Lalieu, British Waterways
T 01925 847714
E sarah.lalieu@britishwaterways.
co.uk

NAVIGATION HOUSE, SLEAFORD
The restoration, and subsequent re-
use as an interpretation centre, of the
former offices of the Sleaford Naviga-
tion Company in Lincolnshire was un-
dertaken with the help of the Heritage
Lottery Fund, Single Regeneration
Budget (SRB), Lincolnshire Enterprise,
East Midlands Development Agency
and ERDF Objective 2 Funding. This is
an excellent smaller scale project with
care being taken to place the building
in its cultural context.
CONTACT 
Chris Hayes, Sleaford Navigation Trust
T 01522 689 460
E Sleaford.navigation@ntlworld.com

FINALISTS 

DERWENT MOUTH LOCK
RESTORATION
Will Burnish, British Waterways
T 01827 252004
E will.burnish@britishwaterways.
co.uk

RIVERSIDE MUSEUM – BEL AND
THE DRAGON
David Pearson, Reading Museum 
Service 
T 0118 939 9875
E david.pearson@reading.gov.uk

ST. PANCRAS WATERPOINT
Further information on this project
can be seen on page 21.
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The project integrated cultural and historical aspects of the aqueduct



WINNER

THE KENNET AND
AVON CANAL 
MAINTAINING, MONITORING AND 
MANAGING SUSTAINABILITY

The Kennet and Avon Canal joins the
Rivers Kennet and Avon to allow
navigation between the Thames at
Reading and the Severn estuary near
Bristol. Latterly having fallen into dis-
use, it was saved only by a concerted
restoration effort over many years.
This culminated in its full opening in
1990 by Her Majesty the Queen.

However, further renovation was
soon required. In 1994 the Kennet
and Avon Canal Partnership was
formed between British Waterways,
the Kennet and Avon Canal Trust, the
Association of Canal Enterprises and
the riparian local authorities. In 1997
the Partnership secured £25 million
of funding from the Heritage Lottery
Fund and in 2002 completed the work.

From the start a plan was devised
to guide the work and to secure the
long-term sustainability of the canal
as an environmental, economic and
heritage resource. The Partnership
faced the challenge of overlaying the
different aspects of use and manage-
ment so that development and change
could be managed within acceptable
limits in an informed and ‘joined up’
manner.  

Impact assessments may now be a
familiar concept, but in terms of the
scope of this project and the way the
complexity of data gathered is inter-
preted, this programme exhibits real
innovation in waterway regeneration.

Monitoring covers visitor, user and
community experiences, economic in-
dicators, landscape, ecology, heritage,
water quality and water resources.

Baselines were set in the first year
against which changes are measured
and these are subject to ongoing, an-
nual or cyclical surveys. Already
themes are emerging to assist with
future plans and the management of
ongoing works.

VIEW OF THE PANEL

The panel agreed that this 
was the first systematic as-

sessment of a waterways restoration
scheme to consider social, economic
and environmental outputs.

The panel appreciated the major
commitment of British Waterways
and the Kennet and Avon Canal Part-
nership to this programme and is
aware that the approach is now being
adopted by other agencies.

The panel was encouraged by how
the outputs are shaping the develop-
ment of the wider waterway corridor
and the way this model has been
adopted as monitoring practice for
other waterway restorations.

CONTACT DETAILS 

Terry Kemp
British Waterways
Harbour House
West Quay
The Docks
Gloucester
GL1 2LG
T 01452 318027
E terry.kemp@
britishwaterways.co.uk

COMMENDED 

BARTON BROAD CLEAR WATER
Further information on this project
can be seen on page 19 

WATER SAFETY – ‘DON'T GO IN’
Further information on this initiative
can be seen on page 13 

FINALISTS 

RIVERSIDE MUSEUM – BEL & THE
DRAGON
David Pearson 
Reading Museum Service 
T 0118 939 9875
E david.pearson@reading.gov.uk
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WINNER

BARTON BROAD
CLEAR WATER

Barton Broad lies on the navigable
River Ant and is the second largest of
the Broads. The popularity of the
broad for sailing and the location of
upstream boatyards mean that lots
of recreational boat traffic passes
through the broad and makes any en-
vironmental scheme that could affect
navigation potentially controversial.

The Barton Broad Clear Water proj-
ect has been running since 1995 with
the aim of reducing nutrient levels in
the water, encouraging traditional
plant and fish species, and improving
navigation and accessibility to the
broad for non-water borne visitors. 

The project is supported by the
East of England Development Agency,
Norfolk Wildlife Trust, Anglian Water,
English Nature, the Environment
Agency and Norfolk Environmental
Waste Services. It has also involved a
wide range of other stakeholders and
community groups in consultation
which has contributed to the consen-
sus of support for the work.

The scheme, which has involved
some £3 million in expenditure to date,
has involved a high level of specialised
research and introduced several inno-
vative techniques in waterway con-
servation, including fish- proof floating
curtains, cobweb brushes, floating is-
lands and enclosed lagoons. Suction
dredging has removed 300,000cu
metres of nutrient rich mud from the
bed of the broad to reduce phospho-
rous release which encourages algal
growth. The dredging is encouraging
the return of species driven out by the

previously high nutrient levels. This
work has also improved access for
boaters by deepening, widening and
clearing heavily silted navigation chan-
nels.

VIEW OF THE PANEL

Biomanipulation has been used
to create crystal clear waters

around the margins of the broad. This
has resulted in the return of aquatic
plants and bird life – facilitated by in-
novative fish-proof curtains. The cur-
tain design has been carefully con-
sidered to avoid a hazard to any boats
that stray into them. They are also as
unobtrusive as possible to limit their
visual impact. This is especially signifi-
cant as a board walk has been built to
improve shore-based visitor access
and views of the broad. The Broads
Authority has also launched the coun-
try’s first wheelchair accessible solar
powered passenger boat called Ra.

Extensive monitoring and research
shows that biodiversity has been im-
proved and that the fish are thriving.
This is borne out by the experience of
local anglers and the reappearance of
otters and kingfishers on the broad. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Trudi Wakelin
Broads Authority
18 Colegate
Norwich
NR3 1BQ
T 01603 610734
E trudi.wakelin@
broads-authority.gov.uk

COMMENDED 

The panel found that there were no
other nominations in this category
able to satisfy the award criteria. 

It is to be hoped that the example
set by the Barton Broad Clear Water
project will be an inspiration to others
in the future so that more of the en-
trants for this category will exemplify
the high standards this important as-
pect of waterway improvement de-
mands.
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Monitoring has shown that biodiversity and fishlife have been improved



WINNER

LINCOLNSHIRE
WATERWAYS
PARTNERSHIP

The Lincolnshire Waterways Partner-
ship (LWP) is the driving force behind
the UK’s first county-wide waterways
strategy. The LWP arose following the
feasibility being established in 2000 
of constructing a Fens Waterway Link
to the rest of the national network and
discussions during 2001 among tour-
ist representatives that highlighted
existing shortcomings in their prod-
uct. This consultation found Lin-
colnshire’s waterway corridors to be
underused and in need of investment.

The LWP was established to facili-
tate and coordinate the delivery of the
resulting ten year Waterways Regen-
eration Strategy. This consisted of 98
objectives under eight themes, relat-
ing directly to a specific waterway or
to broader county-wide initiatives. It
seeks to develop the tourist potential
of the waterways and protect or
encourage aspects of environmental,
historical or social importance while
helping to alleviate flood risks.  

Members of the LWP have made a
joint commitment, through a Memo-
randum of Understanding, to the re-
generation of Lincolnshire’s river
corridors and the delivery of a quality
experience to all users. Since 2003,
the LWP members have been
submitting a rolling programme of
funding bids for waterway based re-
generation, and £1.4 million Market
Towns Initiative funded works have
been undertaken with £10 million
more in bids being appraised. Work
already undertaken has improved
waterside signage, mooring facilities

at Saxilby and navigation on the River
Ancholme. It has provided a visitor
centre at Torksey, habitats for wading
birds and a cycleway/footpath on
derelict former railway line adjacent to
the River Witham.

Although Lincolnshire County
Council (LCC), British Waterways
(BW) and the Environment Agency
(EA) are the key partners, LWP’s base
remains broad with the continued
involvement of local authorities,
Groundwork, Sustrans, and other
national and local voluntary sector
organisations. 

VIEW OF THE PANEL

It took 12 months of negotia-
tions to establish the basis of

cooperative working between LCC,
BW and the EA but this was time well
spent, with each partner effectively
contributing to the overall strategy.

This is a mature and well-managed
partnership achieving some excellent
results. As one assessor observed:
“Even phase one comprises ten ele-
ments, each of which would be eligible
for nomination within these awards. 
It is the breadth and diversity of this
strategy that is so stunning.”  

CONTACT DETAILS 

Mary Powell
Lincolnshire Waterways Partnership
Lincolnshire County Council
Beech House, Waterside South
Lincoln LN5 7JH
T 01522 550612
E mary.powell@lincolnshire.gov.uk

COMMENDED 

BUGSWORTH BASIN 
RESTORATION
Further information regarding this
scheme can be found on page 15.

ST. PANCRAS WATERPOINT
This unusual project has salvaged a
neo-gothic Grade II listed locomotive
water tower, threatened with demoli-
tion as a result of the channel tunnel
rail development at St. Pancras, and
transported it to a waterway setting
where it now forms a landmark fea-
ture. In an innovative engineering ex-
ercise developed by structural
engineers, the Morton Partnership
Ltd, with specialist contractors,
Abbey Pynford Ltd, the tower was cut
into three sections and transported
700 metres to a new position adjoin-
ing the St. Pancras lock on the Re-
gent’s Canal, where it now houses
facilities for the St Pancras Cruising
Club. 

A number of organisations were in-
volved in this complex project includ-
ing London and Continental Railways,
the former Railtrack, the Heritage of
London Trust, British Waterways, the
Heritage Lottery Fund, English Her-
itage, London Borough of Camden, the
King’s Cross Partnership and Rail Link
Countryside Initiative. This imaginative
salvage exercise was made possible
by the commitment of the project
partners over a long period.
CONTACT 
Malcolm Crowder OBE FRICS
Heritage of London Trust Operations
Ltd
T 01603 622938
E malcolm.crowder@btinternet.com

FINALISTS 

DESTINATION FROGHALL
Andy Wilkinson, British Waterways
T 01606 723825
E andrew.wilkinson@
britishwaterways.co.uk

REDISCOVERING EVESHAM’S
RIVER HERITAGE
Further information on this project
can be seen on page 23 
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Sponsored by

The strategy’s breadth and diversity provided a winning combination



WINNER

REDISCOVERING
EVESHAM’S RIVER
HERITAGE

Resulting from the findings of a ‘health
check’ undertaken in 2002 by the
Evesham Market Town Partnership
(EMTP), this project is aimed at put-
ting Evesham’s prominent riverside
back at the heart of the town. After
years of Evesham turning its back on
the River Avon, compounded by seri-
ous flooding in 1998 and a decline 
in visitor numbers post 11 Septem-
ber, the EMTP commissioned British
Waterways to complete a tourism
and leisure study that in turn led to 
an action plan to:

● Create a terraced waterside
garden;
● Install riverside feature lights;
● Open up river views through
landscaping, clearance and provision
of new railings;
● Reconstruct riverbanks to sustain
the longest avenue of lime trees in
the country and enhance a popular
tourist ferry landing facility;
● Provide an outdoor riverside
events arena;
● Develop a ‘local distinctiveness’
project featuring festivals with 
local themes;
● Open up an accessible circular
walk linking the town and river.

The delivery of this Advantage
West Midlands Regional Develop-
ment Agency supported initiative has
involved an impressive array of part-
ners from some 20 organisations
across the public, private and volun-
tary sectors. The support of the town

and district councils has been a key
aspect of the scheme’s success and
should act as an example to other
authorities across the country.

The opening up of access to the
river for walkers, rowers, anglers and
the general public and the improve-
ments made to the natural and built
riverside environments has created a
sense of pride among the local com-
munity and has boosted the economy
by increasing visitor numbers and
activities. As a result some 30 local
businesses have opened or been
retained and a 35 per cent increase
has been reported in river traffic.

VIEW OF THE PANEL

While perhaps not on the scale
of some physical regeneration

schemes, the panel viewed the work
undertaken, through this project, 
to have a positive impact on the 
enjoyment of the river by local people
and visitors alike. By imaginatively
integrating the river back into the life
of the town, the EMTP has success-
fully improved the experience of those
using the river and in turn reaped the
economic benefit of increased visitor
numbers to Evesham.  

CONTACT DETAILS 

Lewis Hammond
Evesham Market Town Partnership
c/o Civic Centre
Queen Elizabeth Drive, Pershore
Worcestershire WR10 1PT
T 01386 565518
E lewis.hammond@wychavon.gov.uk

COMMENDED 

LLANGOLLEN VISITOR MOORING
BASIN
The enhancement of the visitor
amenities at Llangollen comprises the
provision of a 32 berth, 48-hour
mooring facility, widening of the canal
for easier entry to the basin, environ-
mentally beneficial landscaping, and
the improvement of access to all facil-
ities. Funding was provided by British
Waterways, the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF), the Welsh
Development Agency, Wales Tourist
Board and Denbighshire County
Council.

While the decision to charge for
overnight stays during the season 
is controversial with some boaters,
the assessor’s discussions suggest-
ed that it was widely regarded as good
value for the improvements delivered.
CONTACT 
Nicola Lewis-Smith
British Waterways – Wales & Border
Counties
T 01606 723818
E nicola.smith@
britishwaterways.co.uk

TRELISSICK GARDEN 
LANDING STAGE
Funded by £450,000 from the ERDF,
The National Trust, Defra, the County
Environmental Trust Ltd, and Carrick
Maritime, the landing stage is an im-
portant part of a broader River Links
initiative. This is an excellent example
of how waterways can be linked to
land attractions to contribute to sus-
tainable tourist development. 
CONTACT 
Ian George
Hyder Consulting
T 01752 764540
E ian.george@hyderconsulting.com
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The riverside was imaginatively integrated back into the life of the town



WINNER

CITY ROAD BASIN
MASTERPLAN

Following many years of industrial
decline along the length of the
Regent’s Canal in London, the Mas-
terplan for the regeneration of the
City Road Basin in Islington is a
design-led, high density, mixed-use
development which is aimed at
providing a gateway to one of Isling-
ton’s largest but previously undiscov-
ered amenities.

When the London Borough of Is-
lington’s own masterplan for redevel-
oping the area was perceived by
developers and architects as lacking
the ‘wow’ factor, the council respond-
ed in a positive way. It, together with
British Waterways and the landown-
ers commissioned Bennetts Associ-
ates Architects to create a new
design-led masterplan to address
these concerns.

Central to this plan are two towers
that link the basin to City Road and for
the first time this means that the area
will be effectively connected to the city.
Such developments are rarely with-
out criticism, but consultation within
the community established that as
long as the towers were built well, and
had a strong design, and if more em-
phasis were placed on the opening up
of the site for publicly accessible green
space, then the majority of respon-
dents would accept the proposals. 

Commitment within the plan to
building a sustainable community is
indicated by the distribution across
the various development sites of 
the 35 per cent of all residential units
allocated to affordable housing, be-

cause such pepper-potting should
help maintain social diversity.  

Environmental considerations are
also key to the construction plans,
with the development complying with
Ecohomes ‘Excellent’ environmental
standard. The opening up of the
basin’s water frontage and the plaza –
planned to cover an existing electricity
station – will help to provide one of the
largest open public spaces within Is-
lington. A new centre for the existing
boat club will be provided, along with
new moorings and facilities for resi-
dential boats.

VIEW OF THE PANEL

The panel was impressed by
the commitment shown to this

scheme by Islington Council, the
developer and the landowner. The
private sector stakeholders de-
manding higher standards from the
plans is to be particularly comm-
ended. One panel member comment-
ed: “It is extremely encouraging to see
a masterplan of high quality that is
more than just a visionary statement
with little or no chance of becoming a
reality.” Another said simply: “A great
scheme that is actually happening.”

CONTACT DETAILS 

Rab Bennett
Bennetts Associates Architects
1 Rawstorne Place
London EC1V 7NR
T 020 7520 3300
E rab.bennett@
bennettsassociates.com

COMMENDED 

FOXTON LOCKS MASTERPLAN 
This masterplan underpins the devel-
opment of an 8ha site in Leicester-
shire containing the longest staircase
of locks in the UK. It includes the re-
construction of an historic Inclined
Plane, a funicular railway boat lift and
Scheduled Ancient Monument. The
Foxton Partnership consists of British
Waterways, The Waterways Trust,
Foxton Inclined Plane Trust, Foxton
Parish Council, Harborough District
Council, Harborough Promotions,
Leicestershire County Council, The In-
land Waterways Association, Old
Unions Canal Society and the Welland
Sub Regional Partnership.  
CONTACT 
Heather Wakefield
Harborough District Council
T 01858 821149
E h.wakefield@harborough.gov.uk

STOURPORT ON SEVERN BASINS
RESTORATION MASTERPLAN
Stourport is a key location in the his-
tory of the development of the canal
network. The Stourport Basins Re-
generation Masterplan is intended to
reconnect the basins to their rightful
place at the heart of the town and was
unusually developed with artists and
architects working together from the
start. An excellent relationship has
been established between the project
team from British Waterways and
the artists pro/POSIT, and the result
is genuine pride and enthusiasm for
the plan. 
CONTACT 
Alex Ball
British Waterways – Central Shires
Waterway
T 01827 252051
E alexandra.ball@
britishwaterways.co.uk

FINALISTS 

WATERSIDE NORTHAMPTON
Mr A L Adkinson 
Northampton Borough Council
T 01604 837669
E aadkinson@northampton.gov.uk
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The high-quality masterplan – “more than just a visionary statement”
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AREA-BASED REGENERATION 

Neil Warren
Land and Water Group
3 Weston Yard, The Street
Albury, Guildford
GU5 9AF
T 01483 205655
E neil.warren@land-water.co.uk

COMMUNITY

Pam Griffin
Defra
Inland Waterways Branch
Area C2 5-8 Whitehall Place
London SW1A 2HH
T 020 7270 8626
E pam.griffin@defra.gsi.gov.uk

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

Mark Ryder
ISIS Waterside Regeneration
1 Sheldon Square
Paddington Central
London W2 6TT
T 020 7985 7252
E mark.ryder@isis.gb.com

EDUCATION & LEARNING

George Buckingham
Regeneration & Renewal
174 Hammersmith Road
London
W6 7JP
T 020 8267 4647
E george.buckingham@haynet.com

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT

Malcolm Cooper
Historic Scotland 
Longmore House
Salisbury Place
Edinburgh
EH9 1SH
T 0131 668 8728

Evesham Evesham

Waterside Centre Thorne Swing Bridge

Bear Wharf Lock Keeper’s Graduate Centre

Water Safety – Don’t Go In Water Safety – ‘Don’t Go In’

Bugsworth Basin Navigation House
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INNOVATION

Mark Fletcher
Arup
Admiral House
Rose Wharf
78 East Street
Leeds LS9 8EE
E mark.fletcher@arup.com

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Dr Stewart Clarke
English Nature
Northminster House
Peterborough PE1 1UA
T 01733 455564
E stewart.clarke@
english-nature.org.uk

PARTNERSHIP

Chris Bennett
Morrison Construction Services Ltd
Curdworth House, Kingsbury Road
Curdworth, Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands B76 9EE
T 01675 470800
E chris.bennett@morrisonplc.com

RECREATION & TOURISM

Paul Green
S&N Pub Enterprises
33 Ellersly Road
Edinburgh
EH12 6HX
E paul.green@pub-enterprises.co.uk

STRATEGY & MASTERPLANNING

Tim Simpson
Wood Wharf Limited Partnership
10th Floor
One Canada Square
London E14 5AB
T 020 7715 4469
E tim.simpson@woodwharfgp.co.uk Foxton Stourport

Llangollen Trelissick

Bugsworth Basin St. Pancras Waterpoint

Barton Broad Barton Broad

Water Safety – ‘Don’t Go In’ Barton Broad


